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15:15 Lecture and discussion
Teaching Media Literacy
In an era of misinformation and fake news, it is more 
important than ever to teach our students how to 
validate media sources, analyze how social media 
presents news, assess the impacts of media literacy on 
democracy, and understand the spread of fake news 
via mass media.
Dr. Terri Towner
Professor of Political Science at Oakland University 
in Rochester, Michigan

16:15 Break (15 mins.)

16:30 Workshop
Talking the Talk – Walking the Walk: Race, Racism, 
and Anti-Racism in the EFL Classroom and Beyond 
Since any conversation on race starts with the self, 
part I of this workshop will focus on identity con-
struction, white privilege, and implicit bias. Part II 
explores some implications of revised defi nitions of 
racism and best-practice activities for getting those 
diffi  cult conversations going. We will further look at an 
inter personal communication strategy that helps us 
actively and compassionately respond to bias remarks. 
Part III will challenge us to think about ways in which 
all of us can become actively anti-racist inside and out-
side the classroom. Suggestions for course materials, 
further reading, and short breakout session activities 
will complement each segment.
Dr. Sabrina Völz
Post-Doctoral Researcher and Senior Lecturer in 
American Studies at Lüneburg University

17:45 Break (30 mins.)

tEacH aBOut tHE u.S.
VIRt ual  tEacHER  SEMINaR

MaRcH 18 ,  2021  ·  1 5 :00  –  19 : 30

PROGRaM

14:45 Log-in 
(You will receive a link upon registration)

15:00 Welcome 
Prof. Dr. Gabriele Linke, Rostock University
Darion Akins, Consul General,
 U.S. Consulate General Hamburg
Ken Toko, Consul General, 
 U.S. Consulate General Leipzig

Introduction of the organizing team
Dr. Martina Kohl, U.S. Embassy Berlin
• Petra Boden, Chemnitz
• Nadja Borowski, SSA Rostock
• Astrid Eisenhardt, SSA Schwerin and Rostock
• Geertje Huendorf, U.S. Consulate General Leipzig
• Dr. Katja Schmidt, Rostock University
• Dr. Susanne Wiedemann, 

U.S. Consulate General Hamburg

18:15 Lecture and discussion
Native vs. Immigrant: The German Image of Native 
Americans and Political Appropriation until Today
The presentation will discuss the construction of the 
German image of Native Americans in the context 
of nationalism and “Indianthusiasm”. It will explain 
the image as a historical construct that helped build 
a mythological German national identity and fueled 
anti-Americanism. Text, image, and video examples will 
show how “Indians” served as role models for Germans 
during the Nazi era and how the extreme right today 
uses similar ideas and arguments to portray Europeans 
as “indigenous people” overrun by immigrants.
Dr. Frank Usbeck
Curator for the Americas at the State Art 
Collections Dresden / Ethnographic Collections 
Saxony (SKD/SES)

19:30 End of program

Embassy of the United States of America
HAMB U R G L E I P Z I G

Registration:  
Please register until March 12, 2021. You will receive 
a link to log into the virtual conference.
Via e-mail: sarah.grahm2@uni-rostock.de
Subject: “Teach About the U.S. 2021”
Please include your school address and your 
Bundesland
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May 20,  2022 ·  9 :00 – 16:00

InternatIonales BegegnungszentruM,  
rostock e.V. ,  Bergstr.  7a,  18057 rostock

9:00  Welcome and Introductions

9:30 –   Workshop
11:00 Teaching Diversity Through Comics
 John Varn Lowman

Coffee Break

11:30 – Lecture and Discussion
13:00 The Midterm Elections
 David Goldfield

Lunch

14:00 – Workshop
15:30 Teaching Media Literacy:  
 Reporting on a Summer Project
 Deborah Steinborn

Wrap-Up & Closing Remarks

16:00  End of Program

P R O G R A M

F A C U L T Y

ORGANIZERS

TO REGISTER,  PLEASE CONTACT BY MAY 15 ,  2022

Nadja Borowski  
Beraterin im Unterstützungssystem des IQMV,  
SSA Rostock, Schwerpunkt Englisch Sek. 1 

Tel.:  038231/778 557  
Mobil:  0152/28 75 40 58 
E-Mail:  n.wieland@iq.bm.mv-regierung.de

Astrid Eisenhardt  
Fachberaterin Englisch, Fachleiterin Englisch in der 
Lehrerausbildung Ministerium für Bildung, Wissenschaft und Kultur, 
Institut für Qualitätsentwicklung (IQ M-V)

Tel.: 0385/588 17831 
E-Mail: a.eisenhardt@iq.bm.mv-regierung.de

David Goldfield is the Robert Lee Bai-
ley Professor of History at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina, Charlotte. 
A native of Memphis, he grew up in 
Brooklyn and attended the University 
of Maryland. He is the author or editor 
of sixteen books including two, Cotton 
Fields and Skyscrapers (1982) and Black, 

White, and Southern (1991), nominated for the Pulitzer 
Prize in history, and America Aflame: How the Civil War 
Created a Nation (2011). His most recent book, The 
Gifted Generation, about life and the transformation of 
American politics after the Second World War (2017) was 
described by NPR as one of the “great books to hunker 
down with in 2018.” Goldfield is the Editor of the Journal 
of Urban History. He serves as Distinguished Lecturer for 
the Organization of American Historians and as an ex-
pert witness in voting rights cases. He is Past President 
of the Southern Historical Association (2012-2013).

Don Varn Lowman is a Senior Lecturer 
in the Department of English, Amer-
ican, and Celtic Studies at Bonn Uni-
versity. He previously taught at Kassel 
University, TH Aachen and Suji, South 
Korea. At Bonn University, he serves as 
Queer Studies Coordinator, Language 
Skills Coordinator, and North Ameri-

can Partnerships Coordinator. His research interests fo-
cus on Queer Theory, Queer Theory and Gender Studies, 
Comics, Poverty and Youth Homelessness, Alternative 

Histories and Subcultures, (Native) American History 
and Literatures and Ethnic and Racial Studies. Don Low-
man received an MBA in International Business from 
the University of North Florida, a Master of Intercultural 
Communications and International Management from 
the Université de Provence (Aix-Marseille I) and a bache-
lor in international business and French from the Univer-
sity of North Florida - College of Business Administration.

Deborah Steinborn is an award-win-
ning bilingual freelance journalist 
in Germany. She creates, writes and 
manages content for internationally 
known media groups. She is also a 
frequent guest speaker and modera-
tor on subjects related to economics, 
diversity and higher education. She 

is editor-in-chief of Zeit Germany, a line of English-lan-
guage magazines published globally, which she devel-
oped for the newspaper group in 2017. She co-authored 
Anders Denken! Warum die Ökonomie weiblicher wird, 
about women in the world economy. The book was 
shortlisted for the 2013 German Business Book of the 
Year Award. As a reporter and author, Deborah covers 
the intersection of economics, politics and society. She 
has covered stories in more than 30 countries, and her 
work has appeared in The Wall Street Journal, Die Zeit, 
Financial Times, The Christian Science Monitor, Business 
Week, Cambodia Daily, Forbes Magazine and World Policy 
Journal, among others.
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